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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service
[Doc. No. AMS—-FGIS—19-0077]
Solicitation of Nominations for

Members of the USDA Grain Inspection
Advisory Committee

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Notice to solicit nominees.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS) is seeking
nominations for individuals to serve on
the USDA Grain Inspection Advisory
Committee (Advisory Committee). The
Advisory Committee meets no less than
once annually to advise AMS on the
programs and services it delivers under
the U.S. Grain Standards Act (USGSA).
Recommendations by the Advisory
Committee help AMS better meet the
needs of its customers who operate in a
dynamic and changing marketplace.
DATES: AMS will consider nominations
received by March 26, 2020.
ADDRESSES: Submit nominations for the
Advisory Committee by completing
form AD-755 and send to:

¢ Kendra Kline U.S. Department of
Agriculture, 1400 Independence Ave.
SW, Rm. 2043-S, Mail Stop 3614,
Washington, DC 20250-3611;

e Email: Kendra.C.Kline@usda.gov; or

o FAX:202—690-2333.

Form AD-755 may be obtained via
USDA’s website: https://
www.ams.usda.gov/about-ams/facas-
advisory-councils/giac.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kendra Kline, telephone (202) 690-2410
or email Kendra.C.Kline@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As
required by section 21 of the USGSA (7
U.S.C. 87j), as amended, the Secretary of
Agriculture (Secretary) established the
Advisory Committee on September 29,
1981, to provide advice to the AMS

Administrator on implementation of the
USGSA. As specified in the USGSA, no
member may serve successive terms.

The Advisory Committee consists of
15 members, appointed by the
Secretary, who represent the interests of
grain producers, processors, handlers,
merchandisers, consumers, exporters,
and scientists with expertise in research
related to the policies in section 2 of the
USGSA (7 U.S.C. 74). While members of
the Advisory Committee serve without
compensation, USDA reimburses them
for travel expenses, including per diem
in lieu of subsistence, for travel away
from their homes or regular places of
business in performance of Advisory
Committee service (see 5 U.S.C. 5703).

A list of current Advisory Committee
members and other relevant information
are available on the USDA website at:
https://www.ams.usda.gov/about-ams/
facas-advisory-councils/giac.

This notice solicits nominations for
individuals to serve on the Advisory
Committee. Nominations are open to all
individuals without regard to race,
color, religion, gender, national origin,
age, mental or physical disability,
marital status, or sexual orientation. To
ensure that recommendations of the
Advisory Committee take into account
the needs of the diverse groups served
by the USDA, membership shall
include, to the extent practicable,
individuals with demonstrated ability to
represent minorities, women, and
persons with disabilities.

The final selection of Advisory
Committee members and alternates is
made by the Secretary.

Dated: February 4, 2020.
Bruce Summers,

Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.

[FR Doc. 2020-02621 Filed 2—7-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service
[Document No. AMS-ST-20-0007]

Plant Variety Protection Board; Open
Teleconference Meeting

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Federal
Advisory Committee Act (FACA), the

Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is
announcing a meeting of the Plant
Variety Protection Board (Board). The
meeting is being held to discuss a
variety of topics including, but not
limited to, regulation updates,
subcommittee activities, and program
activities. The meeting is open to the
public. This notice sets forth the
schedule and location for the meeting.
DATES: Thursday, April 30, 2020, 1 p.m
to 3 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), Room 3543, South
Building, 1400 Independence Avenue
SW, Washington, DC, 20250.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jeffery Haynes, Acting Commissioner,
Plant Variety Protection Office, USDA,
AMS, Science and Technology
Programs, 1400 Independence Avenue
SW, Washington, DC 20250. Telephone:
(202) 720-1066; Fax: (202) 260—8976, or
Email: Jeffery.Haynes@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to the provisions of section 10(a) of the
FACA (5 U.S.C., Appendix 2), this
notice informs the public that the Plant
Variety Protection Office (PVPO) is
sponsoring a meeting of the Board on
April 30, 2020. The Plant Variety
Protection Act (PVPA) (7 U.S.C. 2321 et
seq.) provides legal protection in the
form of intellectual property rights to
developers of new varieties of plants,
which are reproduced sexually by seed
or are tuber-propagated. A certificate of
Plant Variety Protection is awarded to
an owner of a crop variety after an
examination shows that it is new,
distinct from other varieties, genetically
uniform and stable through successive
generations. The term of protection is 20
years for most crops and 25 years for
trees, shrubs, and vines. The PVPA also
provides for a statutory Board (7 U.S.C.
2327). The Board is composed of 14
individuals who are experts in various
areas of development and represent the
seed industry sector, academia and
government. The duties of the Board are
to: (1) Advise the Secretary concerning
the adoption of rules and regulations to
facilitate the proper administration of
the FACA; (2) provide advisory counsel
to the Secretary on appeals concerning
decisions on applications by the PVP
Office and on requests for emergency
public-interest compulsory licenses; and
(3) advise the Secretary on any other
matters under the Regulations and Rules
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of Practice and on all questions under
Section 44 of the FACA, “Public Interest
in Wide Usage” (7 U.S.C. 2404).

Meeting Agenda: The purpose of the
meeting will be to discuss the PVPO
2020 program activities, the electronic
application system, and the working
group update. The Board plans to
discuss program activities that
encourage the development of new
plant varieties and address appeals to
the Secretary. The meeting will be open
to the public. Those wishing to
participate are encouraged to pre-
register by April 1, 2020, by contacting
Jeffery Haynes, acting commissioner, at
Telephone: (202) 720-1066; Fax: (202)
260-8976, or Email: Jeffery.Haynes@
usda.gov .

Meeting Accommodation: The
meeting at USDA will provide
reasonable accommodation to
individuals with disabilities where
appropriate. If you need reasonable
accommodation to participate in this
public meeting, please notify Jeffery
Haynes at: Telephone: (202) 720-1066;
Fax: (202) 260—8976, or Email:
Jeffery.Haynes@usda.gov.

Determinations for reasonable
accommodation will be made on a case-
by-case basis. Minutes of the meeting
will be available for public review 30
days following the meeting on the
internet at http://www.ams.usda.gov/
PVPO.

Dated: February 4, 2020.
Bruce Summers,

Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.

[FR Doc. 2020-02620 Filed 2—7-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[Doc No. AMS-FGIS-19-0097]

Opportunity for Designation in the
Cedar Rapids, lowa, Area; Request for
Comments on the Official Agency
Servicing This Area

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The designation of the official
agency listed below will end on June 30,
2020. We are asking persons or
governmental agencies interested in
providing official services in the area
presently served by this agency to
submit an application for designation.
In addition, we are asking for comments
on the quality of services provided by
the following designated agency: Mid-
Iowa Grain Inspection, Inc. (Mid-Ilowa).

DATES: Applications and comments
must be received by March 11, 2020.

ADDRESSES: Submit applications and
comments concerning this notice using
the following methods:

e To apply for Designation: Use
FGISonline (https://
fgisonline.ams.usda.gov) and then click
on the Delegations/Designations and
Export Registrations (DDR) link. You
will need to obtain an FGISonline
customer number and USDA
eAuthentication username and
password prior to applying.

e To submit Comments: Go to
Regulations.gov (http://
www.regulations.gov). Instructions for
submitting and reading comments are
detailed on the site. Interested persons
are invited to submit written comments
concerning this notice. All comments
must be submitted through the Federal
e-rulemaking portal at http://
www.regulations.gov and should
reference the document number and the
date and page number of this issue of
the Federal Register. All comments
submitted in response to this notice will
be included in the record and will be
made available to the public. Please be
advised that the identity of the
individuals or entities submitting
comments will be made public on the
internet at the address provided above.
READ APPLICATIONS AND COMMENTS: All
comments will be available for public
inspection online at http://
www.regulations.gov. If you would like
to view the applications, please contact
us at FGISQACD@usda.gov (7 CFR
1.27(c)).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jacob Thein, 816—866—2223 or
FGISQACD®@usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
7(f) of the United States Grain Standards
Act (USGSA) authorizes the Secretary to
designate a qualified applicant to
provide official services in a specified
area, after determining that the
applicant is better able than any other
applicant to provide such official
services (7 U.S.C. 79 (f)). Under section
7(g) of the USGSA (7 U.S.C. 79(g)),
designations of official agencies are
effective for no longer than five years,
unless terminated by the Secretary, and
may be renewed according to the
criteria and procedures prescribed in
section 7(f) of the USGSA.

Area Open for Designation

Pursuant to Section 7(f)(2) of the
USGSA, the following geographic area,
in the States of Iowa, Illinois, and
Minnesota, is assigned to Mid-Iowa:

In Iowa

Bounded on the north by the northern
Winneshiek and Allamakee County

lines; bounded on the east by the
eastern Allamakee County line; the
eastern and southern Clayton County
lines; the eastern Buchanan County line;
the northern Jones and Jackson County
lines; the eastern Jackson and Clinton
County lines; southern Clinton County
line; the eastern Cedar County line
south to State Route 130; bounded on
the south by State Route 130 west to
State Route 38; State Route 38 south to
Interstate 80; Interstate 80 west to U.S.
Route 63; and bounded on the west by
U.S. Route 63 north to State Route 8;
State Route 8 east to State Route 21;
State Route 21 north to D38; D38 east to
V49; V49 north to Bremer County; the
southern Bremer County line; the
western Fayette and Winneshiek County
lines.

In Illinois

Northern Area: Carroll and Whiteside
Counties.

Central Area: Bounded on the north
by State Route 18 east to U.S. Route 51;
U.S. Route 51 south to State Route 17;
State Route 17 east to Livingston
County; and the Livingston County line
east to State Route 47; bounded on the
east by State Route 47 south to State
Route 116; State Route 116 west to
Pontiac, which intersects with a straight
line running north and south through
Arrowsmith to the southern McLean
County line; the southern McLean
County line east to the eastern DeWitt
County line; the eastern DeWitt County
line; the eastern Macon County line
south to Interstate 72; Interstate 72
northeast to the eastern Piatt County
line; the eastern Piatt, Moultrie, and
Shelby County lines; bounded on the
south by the southern Shelby County
line; and a straight line running along
the southern Montgomery County line
west to State Route 16 to a point
approximately one mile northeast of
Irving; and bounded on the west by a
straight line from this point northeast to
Stonington on State Route 48; a straight
line from Stonington northwest to
Elkhart on Interstate 55; a straight line
from Elkhart northeast to the west side
of Beason on State Route 10; State Route
10 west to the Logan County line; the
western Logan County line; the southern
Tazewell County line; the western
Tazewell County line; the western
Peoria County line north to Interstate
74; Interstate 74 southeast to State Route
116; State Route 116 north to State
Route 26; and State Route 26 north to
State Route 18.

In Minnesota

Fillmore, Houston, Olmstead,
Wabasha, and Winona Counties.
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